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GROUND RULES FOR PARTICIPATION IN A
POLITICAL EVENT

Your organization has invited a Presidentially-Appointed and Senate-confirmed
appointee of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to speak at your event. EPA Ethics has
determined that your organization and/or the event is partisan in nature. The Hatch Act, 5 U.S.C.
§§ 7321-7326, sets forth certain restrictions that this employee must follow. He cannot use his
official authority to further political activity; cannot solicit, accept or receive political
contributions; and cannot solicit or discourage the political participation of anyone who has
business pending before the Agency.

We ask that you review our ground rules carefully and ensure that they are followed. Failure
to follow these rules may result in withdrawal of any approval to allow our employee to speak at
your event.

¢ You must provide EPA with a copy of the invitation and any other public
communications regarding the event before you distribute them so that our counsel can
ensure compliance with federal rules.

e Once EPA agrees to the final version of the invitation or other public communications,
you cannot make any subsequent changes to the text or format nor change the title of the
electronic files.

s You must provide EPA with a complete description of the event, the proposed venue, any
sponsors or affiliated entities, and a summary description of proposed invitees.

¢ You may not specifically target invitees with interests before the Agency. If EPA agrees
to provide a speaker, you will provide a list of all invitees to EPA and their contact
information at least 48 hours in advance of the event.

e When you issue your invitations, you will include this statement as part of the
distribution:

PLEASE NOTE: The federal Hatch Act prohibits this speaker from soliciting or
discouraging the political participation of any person who has an application for any
compensation grant, contract, ruling, license, permit, or certificate pending before US
EPA. If you or your company has any business pending before any part of EPA, we ask
that you not attend this event.
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Any questions regarding these rules should be directed to Justina Fugh, Senior Counsel for
Ethics, at fugh justina@epa.gov or 202 564 1786.
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